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Menelikof Abyssinia the Most
Democratic of All Mon
archs Is Seriously Ill Say
Dispatches From the Capi-
tal of His Empire to Rome
and If He Should Die An
Outbreak Menacing the
Safety of European Repre
sentatives Would Likely Be
Followed by a Fierce
Scramble Among the Pow
ers For His Rich Domain

¬

¬

¬

out of Bast come the
that Lion Conqueror

tribe of Judah Mene
Chosen of God King of

of Ethiopia a
he stylo himself lies sri-

ously ill
Like vultures peering from

the nations of Europe are
this sick lion But that I

Should Xoneltk die which Is not at
all unlikely according to dipateh
from AdtoAbeba the capital of Abys

snla to Rome grave disturbance are
promised In the struggle for succes-

sion
Meanwhile anxiety Is beta felt for

the safety of the Kuropean rapreflenta

tlves in AdhvAheha In an out-

break should m tly follow the

Chosen Ones death

differ Xarttnl governor of
Erythrea now In Rome and who re-

cently visited UM Abyssinian capital

old called JJeu a aon oC Me llk i

daughter Prinoeaa Ouiaero Zeodtto

The Almanaah 3e Gotha however in

giving particulars about the prh
who was Art married to Ra
Selaaaie who died In MW and In JiW

chose Rae Goucaa governor of
hemder for a husband does not men-

tion any children
Raa Makonnen the moat notable

of King Xmcllk his eoturin a
well as representative was

at one time deemed the probable
successor but h died last March

Situation Affects TroAty

The situation nrtolng from Meneliks
illness has made more difficult the ac-

ceptance and enforcement of the Angio

Italian convention concluded with
Abyssinia In London last summer
the ratification of which Menellk con-

tinually postponed The main clauses
of this treaty guarantee the integrity
of the Abyssinian empire the open
donr and commercial equality for all
countries and provide for the contin-

uation of the constrootlon by the
French of the railway connecting
AdisAbeba with the coast Great Brit-

ain and Italjr naming representative
in the railway directorate

Last January the Gecman govern-

ment seat to the relohetag a commer-

cial treaty giving Germany the most
favored nation treatment for ten
years and granting the subject of the
two states full freedom of travel and
trad in either state The Abyssinian
course will not have Jurisdiction over
German subjects

The interest of the United States in
the situation is keen probably greeter
than those of all other powers

And this is due entirety to the
efforts of individual traders for
Gwarament has no representative
etthe diplomatic or commercial in
this empire 10000600 people For a
long time toe AAiysstniajis have been
buying 4treot trow the United States
rotten and staple products Robert P
8kiaer the Utted States consul
erttl i Marseilles went to Abyssinia
ea a fwedal mission late in 1908 and
refcvmf early in MM otter concluding-
a commercial treaty between the
TJnlt4 States cad Germany

Whd Mr Skinner went to Aahv-

ANiba in addition to an elaborate in-

vitation to the Worlds Fair engraved-
on silver he presented to a
letter from President Roosevelt la the
tatters own handwriting

X

Xenelfkfs Personality
It is hard to associate King Memlik

with sickness This swarthy monarch
who in driving tha Invading Itavlhuw

from hs country became only
blaek ruler who ever gained a decfalve
amt lasting victory over a white na

on is dlstlpcH

until his Ittnes was noted for
strength He Is about sixtyfour years
old i fond of wearing an American
broadhriramod hat in loon

garment when in the house mi

ways has a large kerchief wrapped

about his head The Kinds state garb
Is made ef a black toopfttda skit and
the skin of a lion

Page Six

FROM
the

JOn

the

not

caM

Report tM probable
Deputy

eaa that the hell L boy ten years

Kings

W

the

gee

the

Y African In

He la very tall anti

and

bias

j J

tree-

tops regard-
Ing a8

oe suocerlem

s

Area

Beg

sub-

ject
confident ai

com-

bined

bee Uk

i

physiog-

nomy i and broad
his

dries

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

>

¬

<

Menelik is the moat democratic of
kings Being the son of a beggar
maid whom his father raised to tne
throne the King does not hold himself
elect from his people He often works
tide by side with the common people
at manual labor teaching them the
use of modern Implements and ma
chinery He is popular with his sub-

jects and it is Mid that chiefs in the
remote part of his domain are

eager to carry out his commands He
Is much Interested In modern me-

chanical devices has a telegraph and
telephone service and spends hours
listening to a phonograph He mints
his own money and commands a
splendidly disciplined army of IfiOOO

men equipped with the best runs and
other fighting devices

Always Keeps Ills Word
Menelik Is respected by foreign coun-

tries because he never falls to keep
his word He Is i well Informed and

marked executive ability He
knows how to handle people and is an
able diplomat Europeans regard as a
great joke his solemn assertion that he
is directly descended from the great
King Solomon Judeas wisest ruler

Xanellk is a stanch admirer of
President Roosevelt He had hardly
heard of the strenuous President of the
United States until he Introduced in
to his palace a young American girl of
musical talent who was his official
plane player The young woman was
a Roosevelt enthusiast and told the
King something about the Presidents
vigorous personality The dusky Em
peror was deeply Interested He called
for more and his American piano

sent for a biography of Roosevelt
Menelik was much absorbed over the
physical activities of the President-
as told in the book and caused trans-
lations of the work to be published
and circulated among his subjects

Especially plaaaing to the Chosen
One was Roosevelts personal partici-
pation in the battle of San Juan HID
This appealed to the Abyssinian ruler
for In a fierce battle at Ado a s few
years ago where the Ahysoinfans ut-
terly routed a large army of Italian
killing 10000 men King Menelik him-
self rushed into tho conflict its
close brandishing a big sword and
killing a number of tho enemy with his
own Wade In fact while other rulers
pf realms In the dark continent have
been subdued by the European pow-

ers and their domains annexed as
or dependencies the supremacy

of the Caucasian blood and civilization

rtik and his Abyssinia

i
Defeated Rhodes Project-

It was Menelik whose huge form
loomed up In the pathway of late
Rhodes and defeated his cherished

Cape to Cairn dream
Yet there is a softer tide to this

ebr Goliath There has been a ro-

mance in his life His wife Taotl is
said to be the power behind the throne
While King Moneliks easy rule over
the feudal district kings and
la commonly attributed to his quick
mind and ordinarily mild and concil-
iatory disposition supported by oceas-
sional severity his wife Is said to be
the actuating cause

In hie early youth Menelik journey-
ed to GoRdar where he first met the
beautiful young princess Taotl He
wooed her ardently and she consented
t become his wife When the

visited the Court of Theodores-
Empercr of Abyssinia at that time

was smitten by the prln
charms and married her himself

eajMMerately giving to Menelik his
own daughter
ferfnfr

But Menelik never ceased loving
Taotl One dy Theodore harassed
by hi enemies took own life At
least that was the report Anyway
be died He was succetled on the
thronG by John whose son Ras Man
he Md He was succeeded on the
ItaloAbyaoinian war over Hassowah-
Tft U married four other men in

but thus proved unhappy
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Meneifk again laid siege to her heart
and won then divorced
his wife to make room for the
he had loved from his youth up It is
said that Menelik became the
of King John through the influence
of Taoti unusually tactful
The mpres ttlll Is caleda handsome
woman for one of her face though

far past middle life She is to
he vain and while wearing the Ethiop-

ian robes is fond of silk stockings
kid gloves and Paris slippers It Is

also said that she has no very strong
aversion to French wines especially
champagne

Mentliks great hobby always has
been lions In fact for years he has
maintained one of the greatest stables
of lions In the world Even his Arab
in horses are not better carod for

than are his lions and every time hft

wants to show special favor to a
potentate he gives him a lion or two
Consequently when Consul General

Robert Skinner in the early spring of
1904 invited Monelik to send an exhibit-

to the fair he told him In glowing
terms about President Roosevelt

and his record as a mighty hunter of
lions the Ethiopian King was highly
pleased and deeply impressed and at
once decided to send to the potentate
of the great Western Republic speci-

mens of his own lions
Might I ask the representative of so

great a monarch if his master would
celve from the Lion of the Tribe of

handand lie
woman

successor

who bras

said

S

¬

¬

Judah tw fine Lori asked the
Abyssinian monaivh of Mr Skinner

Offers Lions to Roosevelt
The representative of the great

fair declared himself much im-

pressed by the generosity of the Lion
of the Tribe of Judah and sAM he
knew of no tokens ef esteem that
would be so srateful to President
Roosevelt as a brace of Abyssinian
lions Menelik waved the thought away
aaa mere bagatelle and he would

not only a brace of live lions
but a laughing hyena and a pair of
priceless elephant tusks as well to the
great the Atlantic

It was due to this exchange of airy
persiflage between Monelik and Skin

nerthat the two cubs and the hyena
were crated and shipped to

For weeks after they heard
about it Archie and Quentia Roosevelt
were OH pins and needls awaiting the
arrival of the Abyssinian

of all kinds lied rolled tip to the
white House in express wagons since
they had come there to live with their
father but the limit was raised when
the lions were announced

Finally the time came for thorn to
land in New York which they did or
rather one of them did on March 19 H-

One of the cubs failed to stand the
sea voyage and succumbed to mal de
mer when half way across the ocoan
Two men front the Zoo were sent ever

worlds

across

Mona

uh3

said
send

ruler

Wash-

ington

Live-

stock
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¬

to New York to meet the Ahywaitiian
immigrants and they th visit-

ors in a sad plight

Crippled Lot of GUts
The surviving cub was weak in the

knees and much dispirited by internal
disturbances He had neither a play
nor a purr left in him The laughing
hyena was wobbly too and the beat
he could do to bear out his

as a dispenser of broad and audi
ble smiles was a very sickly grin that
could be but not heard The ele-

phant tusks were the only part of the
cargo that reached American shores
intact

As soon ae they could stand the
railroad Journey the remaining cub
and were Drought onto Washing-
ton anti taken direct to the White
House for Inspection They were al-

lowed to remain there for a few days
while the Roosevelt children and their
friends studied them at close range
A fullgrown hyena is not a pleasant
pet to around a House and a lion
cub Is little better Therefore they

shipped out to the before
the children got tired of looking at
thorn

Soon after he was settled in his new
home the hyena picked up and In a
little while hearty laughs were fre-
quently heard from his section partic-
ularly around feeding time He is still
well happy Xotso however with
the poor little lion He was given
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vate apartments frm the first and
kept quiet while the Zoo doctors
worked on him On the way across
the Atlantic the cub was badly
bruised and as he showed no

after several months the doctors
made a thorough examination coming-
to tho conclusion that he had been
seriously injured

iH US

Lion is Chloroformed

for more than two years and
sickly it was decided that the best

thing to do was to put the
of hie misery Karly in November
was done A good daso of

turned the trick and Menellks
lien Is no more The hyena and the
elephant tusks still survive however
The latter decorate the wall f the
National Museum

when he had been at the Zoo

poorbrute-
out
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Last October a Interesth fc par-
sonage appeared In Washington la the
wake of Robert Ems who started te
Abyssinia with young LoonUa the

very ¬

TIRRKD by the discussion and
review of Mr Elsie Clews
Parsons book The Family
in the issift of The Sunday

Times of November 3S a Washington-
Ian who sees much common sense In
the authoress views on marriage has
sent to thl paper the following com
munication
Editor Times

One of my neighbors in
Ohio in the eighties was George M
Badly He was a fellowstudent and
graduate from the same college with
James G Blaine At the time I reter
to he was a bookseller and news

He related tom his incident Said
be

In ISSI there ame my store a
strange man bright and ee

Leaning over my counter and
peering Intently Into my face he ut-

tered these remarkable words
De you know sir that I havent

any respect for my father and

1 know nothing on the subject for
the reason that you are an entire
stranger to me Why havent you any
respect for them I asked him

Ill tell you My father
and mother were incompatible and I
am a child of lust I am playing the
penalty for their Illpaired match I
ought never to have been born How
can I

Those were the words In the summer
of 1SS9 of a man who on July 2 ISSI in
the city of Washington assassinated
the then President ef the Unltod
States Tames A Garfield and was
finally executed for his deed

If George M Endlys testimony had
been given before the jury that tried
and convicted the assassin it might
not and probably would not have re-

sulted In the acquittal of the criminal
prisoner but It would have Intensified
the conviction of the public that the
fiendish deed was the set ef a crazy
man White it would not have saved
the assassin from the gallows it
would havo mollified the harshness 06
the popular sentiment which clamored
for a victim and would be satisfied
with nothing less than such a sacri-
fice It might have raised the Inquiry
more distinctly whether the deed was
not the result of inherited conditions
over whkh the victim no eonjrel

conditions which Irresistibly impelled
him to perform the deed It would
have called attention more forcibly to
the scientific fact that heredity

strong predispositions whkh
no sort of allowance Is made by
unthinking masses

Dr Oliver Holmes was
grlontlflcally wise and educationally

when asked
the education of a child
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brother of Frank B Loomis then
Assistant Secretary of State On the
way over young who was ar
eying dispatches to Menettk disap-

peared from the ship wa held
by the English authorities hot was
afterward released ixtomitf body
washed up on the west coast of S g-

land two weeks afterward Btttc con-

tinued his trip to Abyssinia earrytnc
the dleptttcboe Soon after be rttwrwed
to this an Abyaalnian a mer-

chaat prince so It xOahe Burn-

ed up m Washington Ills Bam was
Radii Abdullah Alt Sadie

Merchant Prince a Pros
Me a giant to stature and jet

Mack as to ha complexion He
lie
panted br an Interpreter But toe a
bright rod fez there w Nothing
about conventional attire to dis-

tinguish him from an AfroAmerlean
Somehow or other he dM not hit
off well at the State
had bell heralded a special am
bassador from Emperor MnaUlr but
examination f hi papers proved that
he was a private citizen a rich mer-

chant who bore a letter from Men
Hk which declared la terMS

and
entitled to a lookhi

The credentials read
The lion of the tribe of Judah

has conquered Men 4Jk I chosen of
the Lord king of kings of Ethiopia
Hadji Abdullah All Sadlck haYing
been of merchants w have

elal inquiry to acquaint himself with
and to see the various ciaases of

offered in an countries we
have at the same sent him to
purchase merchandise widen he may

to be useful to us and te bring
them to as

aid him with all toy power to hang
to a happy ond the affairs with which
we have charged him and that thn
wilt do what may searr to fn-

dlltate Ms return

Hadjis Museum Tonr
Consul General Skinner also sent a

letter asking that the commercial
of the country give Hadji Ab

duMah a chance to see their collec-
tions and described the visitor as the
flrat semloffteial repreeentative Abys-

sinia had ever vent t America
Abdul lay around Washington for a

week or so and then moved on H

saw a few museums bt Philadelphia
and New York and went
It Is belieevd that Ma

America were not of the best It IP

not on reeord that he bought am
thIng If Meneiik lives the chance

that before a greet while he will
have a regularly accredited ropreae

tative at Washington mm Americans
are now fully awake to the value of
commerce in Abyssinia
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Praises Mrs Parsons Book
For Thoughts on Marriage

sions are not only the strong one
but the enduring ones This bough
was Involved in that wisest and most
thoroughly pedagogical of all max-

ims of Solomon up a child lr
the way he should go and when he
old he will not depart from It

I listened to sermons by Roman
Catholic and Protestant ministers for
more than fifty years and yet In all
that time I have never heard a dis-

course upon the allImportant subject
of marriage the foundation of alt so-

ciety and happiness upon earth
Why Is this
Why should an institution as old

the race and fraught with the
that attaches to such an appoint

ment be so utterly Ignored Why d

ministers never think of the matter
except when some liberal fee or
rich entertainment is Involved Wh
are so deeply concerned In divorce
legislation when divorcee are as a

rule the legitimate outgrowth of ab-

normal and preventable marriages
Why hubbub Jn the pulpit and
In the press because an Intelligent and
fearless woman Mrs Elsie Clews Par-

sons has published a book which m
happily chosen phrases attention
it of the conditions attended to-

by Gulteau assassin Dr Holmes
King Solomon and other prominent
characters

I have not read The Family writ
ten by Mrs Pawns but I have read
some ef the crtticcme preachers
and extracts from the book In a recent
Issue of Th Washington Times Here
are some of my conclusions

1 While I do not indorse all the posi-

tions taken In that part of the book
I have read I am thankful that Mrs
Parsons has written it and that The
Tlmos gave a fair review of it

2 I am thankful that the pulpit has
taken such an active part in advertis-
ing the book by criticisms which re-

flect upon their own neglect to Instruct
the public upon th subject of mar-
riage It has Illustrated the truth
uttered by Herbert Spencer that every
reform has to pass through three suc-

cessive stages Indifference violent op

position finally adoption This Im
portant reform Is pawing from
first Into the second atege

I Mrs Parsons and all other reform-
ers may merited consolation
tom the declaration by tho author f
Kcco Homo to the that reformers
are persecuted during their lifetimes
but Idolized later by the descendants
tit the

Jeeua was persecuted and crucified
twenty ago for

what w believe to have
the If lie wr on earth today
in New York tlileago Philadelphia ir
Washington would b tried for
heresy by sons of prof f-

lowers Let this proposition lie con
troverted and all out prHf

J FRAISE RICHARD
Washington December H

December 16 1906
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